In the title molecule, [Fe(C 5 H 5 )(C 21 H 19 N 2 )], the fivemembered imidazole ring forms dihedral angles of 88.61 (8) and 42.15 (6) with the substituted cyclopentadienyl and dimethyl-substituted benzene rings, respectively. In the crystal structure, there is an Nsp 2 Á Á ÁH contact and a modest C-HÁ Á Á(arene) interaction involving the benzene ring of the benzimidizole system. 
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Cg is the centroid of the C3-C8 ring. Data collection: XSCANS (Bruker, 1996) ; cell refinement: XSCANS; data reduction: XSCANS; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PREP8 (Ferguson, 1998) . JFG thanks Dublin City University for the purchase of a Bruker P4 diffractometer in 1998.
